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                 Now Starting In May 2014 
 

NATIONAL EARLY YEARS MATH’S SPECIALIST: 
(Post graduate certificate in Early Childhood Studies) 2014 

 
Bath Spa University and Redcliffe Children’s Centre, National Teaching 
School and Research base, are delighted to be able to offer a unique Master’s 
level opportunity for teachers, focusing on teaching and learning in Early 
Childhood Mathematics. 
 
This double Master’s module aims to develop teachers’ knowledge and 
experience in early years mathematics education, which would enable them  
to support Early Years mathematics within and beyond their schools, and to 
raise achievement in mathematics. This is an ideal qualification for Specialists 
Leaders in Education. 
 
STUDY BLOCKS 
There are three study blocks during the year, each comprising Wednesday 
evening, all day Thursday and Friday (finishing at 2.p.m.). 
 
Study blocks will cover theoretical underpinning and professional contexts for 
young children’s developing mathematical knowledge, with reference to 
current research, theories and seminal texts. The modules will focus on: 
 

 Children’s own mathematics, their ideas, understandings and 
development; 

 Classroom environment; promoting a ‘culture of enquiry’, both physical 
and psychological; 

 Children’s mathematical graphics: introduction to the key aspects; 
children making meanings through their scribble-like marks, own 
invented signs, drawings and writings. It will include reference to 
current research and theory, linking this to classroom practice and the 
pedagogy of a culture of mathematical enquiry; 

 Play and mathematics: focus on links between imaginary play and 
mathematics; 

 From counting to calculation; analysing current pedagogical models; 

 Assessment: observing, understanding and evaluating. How do you 
assess young children’s mathematical thinking and understandings? 

 Leading change and influencing wider school practice: analysing 
theories of professional development to inform you work with 
colleagues. 

 
There will be an emphasis on the interactions of the adult and the children in 
negotiating mathematical understandings, and teachers learning about 
children’s learning. The course will focus on children’s symbolic languages 
and how they use signs to make their own meanings, leading to more 
standard methods of calculation. Reference will be made to up-to-date 
theories and core texts on children’s mathematical learning. 
 
The course will be a balance of discussion and direct tutor input to promote 
professional dialogue and further thinking. The classrooms and practice of the 
teachers involved will be a constant focus for discussion, analysis and points 
for change. 
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These modules are aimed at developing early years mathematical leaders. 
This course will be particularly suited for Specialist Leaders of Education or 
those who intend to apply. 
 

The course tutors are Elizabeth Carruthers and Maulfry Worthington 

nationally renowned for their ground breaking work in early years 

mathematics. 

 
PROFESSIONAL DATES: 2014 
 
Wednesday 7th May, (5-7 p.m.) 
Thursday 8th May, (full day, 9 a.m. – 4. p.m.) and 
Friday 9th May, (9. a.m. – 2.30. p.m.). 
 
Wednesday 8th October, (5-7 p.m.)  
Thursday 9th October, (full day, 9 a.m. – 4. p.m.) and  
Friday 10th October, (9. a.m. – 2.30. p.m.). 
 
3rd Study Block – Scheduled for January/February 2015 Dates TBC 

 
ASSESSMENT 
It is possible to gain 60 credits at Level 7 (Master’s level) from these double 
modules; A PG Cert in Early Childhood Studies. This can be used towards a 
Master’s Degree or an award in its own right. If you have Level 7 credits from 
other courses, you may be able to bring these to Bath Spa to support your 
journey to a Master’s. 
 
The assessment will be on-going reflective portfolio of tasks that will include 
specific tasks and evaluations of impact. 
 
SUPPORT FOR LEARNING 
You will have access to the university library and online learning resources. 
You can also receive support for writing through writing workshops and 
drafting advice. 
 
COST 

 Fees for the double modules will be £1,650.00, not including 
accommodation and travel expenses. 

 Lunch and daytime refreshments will be included. 

 A list of accommodation will be provided on request if needed. 
 
Fees are payable to Bristol City Council. 
 
 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
  

To find out more about this course, please contact: 
Elizabeth Carruthers at Redcliffe Children’s Centre: 

headredcliffen@bristol.gov.uk 
Maulfry Worthington: maulfry@bluyonder.co.uk 
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